
Au service de la communauté

de Condorcet depuis plus de

cinq générations

Although Mennetou retains generous traces of its medieval past, 
its foundation dates back to Mennetou was founded in the 6th 
century when Ingertrude, daughter of Clotaire I, decided to build 
a monastery there. At that time, Mennetou was called Monastellum, a name
that evolved over the centuries into Moneto, Monesto, and Menetou,
eventually arriving at its current name with two "n"s in the 17th century.
Burned down by the Normans during the 9th century, no trace of this
monastery remains today. 
However, the Benedictine nuns of Beaumont-les-Tours, who settled there at
the beginning of the 13th century, resided there until the French Revolution
and contributed, in large part, to writing its history.
It was in 1212 that Hervé II, lord of Vierzon, decided to fortify Mennetou. He
first had ditches dug to the north. 
The fortification continued throughout the 13th century, resulting in a structure
250 m long, 150 m wide and 15 m high.
This fortress was defended by five round towers with arrow slits, three of
which still remain. It was accessed through three square gates, also still in
place. Thus fortified, Mennetou was not captured very often. However, in 1356
the banner of the Black Prince flew over the village before Mennetou was
finally liberated from English rule in the 1370s. 
During the religious wars, the city, which was Protestant for a time, served as
an open-air prison for Catholics.
In addition to the construction of the defensive walls, a castle was also built, a
modest three-story dwelling that was scarcely inhabited until the mid-15th
century. In 1451, the De Vaudenay family, lords of Mennetou, undertook a
renovation of the town and the castle. Their descendants continued their work
until the end of the 17th century, at which time the castle was sold to the
Benedictine nuns.
It was also in the 13th century that the Benedictine convent was built.
Currently, only the Priory, the Prioress's apartment, remains. In medieval
times, it included an adjoining building that housed the nuns' rooms, the
refectory, the infirmary, as well as the work and prayer rooms. This complex
was expanded with the addition of the castle in 1686. Despite their various
sources of income, the community was very poor and could not afford the
upkeep of both the religious buildings and the castle. When they were sold as
national property in 1792, they were reported to be in a state of advanced
disrepair. 
The castle will escape destruction until... 1925,
 the priory, the presbytery and the church.

GUIDED TOURS OF THE MEDIEVAL CITY
* GROUP VISIT

From March to December for organized groups, by reservation only
through the Tourist Office. Tour duration: 2 hours / Prices: quote upon
request +33 (0)2 54 98 12 29 / +33 (0)2 54 76 43 89
*Torchlight tour or tasting tour 
      In July and August - dates and prices: please contact us
*SCHOOL VISIT: 
      Upon request to the local heritage office: +33 (0)2 54.97.78.60

LA MAISON DES ARTISANS
The Maison des Artisans - a boutique featuring local artisans - hosts 25
professional craftspeople and local producers throughout the year, and
offers gourmet baskets, postcards and souvenirs. 
Opening hours:

March: Tuesday to Saturday: 9:30am-12:30pm/2pm-6pm
April: Tuesday to Sunday: 9:30am-12:30pm/2pm-6pm
May - August: Tuesday to Sunday: 9:30am-12:30pm/2pm-7pm (open

Mondays from July 13th to August 17th inclusive)
September: Tuesday to Sunday: 9:30am-12:30pm/2pm-6pm
Oct-Nov: Tuesday to Saturday: 9:30am-12:30pm/2pm-6pm (provisional)
Dec: Tuesday to Sunday: 10am-12:30pm / 2:30pm to 6:00pm

Contact : lamaisondesartisans.mennetou@gmail.com
  +33 (0)2 54 98 12 29
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